Reduced response to hepatitis B virus vaccination in boys with steroid-sensitive nephrotic syndrome.
Vaccination against hepatitis B virus (HBV) was performed in 18 boys (aged 5.7 +/- 2.4 years) suffering from steroid-sensitive nephrotic syndrome (SSNS) and in a control group of 21 healthy boys (aged 5.6 +/- 3.8 years). The percentage of patients who responded to vaccination was significantly lower than the control group 1, 6, 8, 12, 18 and 24 months after the start of vaccination. The titre of antibodies to HBV surface antigen produced by responders at 6 and 24 months was significantly lower in patients than in the control group. Boys with SSNS have an impaired response to HBV vaccination.